
 

 

April  19 ïBowling Party  
 

April  28 - Board & 

Membership Meetings 
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APRIL  2009  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

President Steve Penczak 

Chairman of The Board  Joe Fiedler 

Secretary  Candi Wenzon 

Treasurer Shirlee Velazquez 

AMA Director     George Barrington 

Chapter Management VP George Gauss 

 Meetings & Programs Ken Vicker  

 Parliamentarian Joe Hill  

 Quartermaster Carol Lisciandrello 

 Sergeant at Arms Ken McCall  

 Editor                        Joe Fiedler 

Community Relations VP  Russell McManus 

 Special Activities Frank Wenzon 

 Tour Director Bill Lindwall 

  Andrew Grabowski 

 Public Relations Mike OôMalley 

Individual Involvement VP Bob Wagner 

 Awards & Recognition Sandy McCall 

 Color Guard Carole McManus 

 Membership George Barrington 

 
 

Spoke & Spark Don Malina 



May 15-17 -  Spring 

Campout 
 

May 26 - Board & 

Membership Meetings 

The Prez Sez 
Congratulations to our 2008 JPC award 

winners, Cruiser of the Year Steve Mendel; 

Sparkôs, Carol McManus & Don Malina 

and Spokeôs Lynn Vicker & Hermin 

Velazquez. Very deserving, each and every 

one of them. 

 

Welcome and congratulations to my fellow 

Board members: Chapter Management VP-

George Gauss; Individual Involvement VP-

Bob Wagner; Community Relations VP-

Russ McManus; (returning as) Secretary-  

Candi Wenzon; and Treasurer-Shirlee Velazquez. Russ is still 

looking for help filling some Directors positions. Please contact 

Russ if you are interested and wish to serve your club. 

 

The riding season is fast approaching and I am looking forward to 

some great riding this summer. As well as attending JPC events I 

plan on taking a few trips this year and that means getting the 

Wing ready for those long and sometimes lonesome roads. To that 

end I will give her (the bike, not my wife) a full service. I am also 

in the middle of installing new steering bearings, rebuilding the 

front forks with cartridge emulators, new front springs, new rear suspension unit and a new front tire. 

 

I recommend you get any service you need done early enough to avoid the rush, so you can be ready to join us 

on some of this yearôs club rides. You should also take the time to get yourself ready. I know some of you re-

take the Motorcycle Safety Course as a refresher and that is good. (If you have never taken a course or if it has 

been a few years since you last took the course, take the course.) Me, I feel the need to take some short trips to 

get the old bones loosened and ready for the long hauls. I am planning a trip in July, with the bunkhouse, to 

West Virginia for a rally and I want to be ready. Remember a good ride is also a safe ride! 
 

Respectfully,  
Steve Penczak

     

Steve Penczak  - Shirlee Velazquez  - Candi Wenzon  - Bob Wagner  - George Gauss  - Russell McManus
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Joe Fiedler  

ñScrew it, Letôs ride!ò 

A GOOD CHOICE  
 

The Combined Club Event went better than I could 

have possibly imagined. Some braved the weather 

and showed up on a bike (most where smarter and 

caged itédamm it gets cold near the lake),  but we 

all were ready to just have FUNéééand we did. 

 

Bob Wagner and Gregg Smith (Top Cats) both 

deserve kudos for all their hard work and diligence in 

arranging everything. What a great job. Lenny ñThe 

Bocce Ball Baronò Innocenzi  (Top Cats) did a great 

job explaining, demonstrating, and giving helpful tips 

on the rules and ñThe how tosò of the game in a such 

a relaxed fun way that it made everyone feel 

comfortable and uninhibited enough to give it a try. 

In addition Lennyôs restaurant Buffos, supplied the 

excellent food for the event and there was more than 

enough to go around, add that to the $1.00 for soda, 

$1.50 a beer, and cappuccinoé.oh baby sign me up 

AGAIN.  

 

It was an enjoyable way to meet the Top Cats and its 

membership. As we chatted, we attempted to throw a 

6ò billiard ball at a 2ô metal ball bearing some 90 feet 

away just to move a little arrow to righté.but all that 

did not matter we just had FUN. It was nice to be, 

and feel, welcomed by another club especially one 

that is as organized, safety driven, and filled with 

nice people as the Top Cats is. I was rather proud of 

the JPCs whom could make it that day we 

represented ourselves well and did the thing we do 

bestéhave FUN and welcome others in a spirit of 

friendship as ALL bikers should. 

 

There are, however, some improvements that I think 

should be considered. Come up with a way to 

communicate with the player of the team across from 

you. As we become more ñseasonedò we are way too 

familiar what ñhearing challenged adultsò means, 

with all the screaming going on brings back 

memories of the recess period in grade school. 

Maybe hand signals\gestures ébeing this game is of 

Italian origin, this could rear some very interesting 

results. How about cue cardséTHROW THE 

BALLéBLUE POINT WHITE THROWS 

(REVERSED)éWHEREôS MY BEER. How about 

laser measuring devices for each laneéIôm too old, 

fat, and out of shape to use a ruleréand am afraid if I 

bend over that far I will be like the 

commercialé.IôVE FALLIN AND CANôT GET UP. 

 

As I observed the attendees, a combined 58 +/-, 

playing the game, eating the great food, or just 

standing around with a beverage of choiceé..I saw 

smiles, respect, laughter, and good times on their 

faces. Life is so precious, and all too short, in this 

world that one should never pass up an opportunity to 

enjoy it while one can. No one knows this better than 

motorcyclists. It is the driving force behind why we 

ride and the substance of our passion for riding.  

 

One of the best ways to experience this is to socialize 

with people that share that same passion. We choose 

what we ride, we choose when we ride, we choose 

with whom we rideé..Sundayôs afternoon event was 

a good choice for all. 

 

 

 
 

 
Thanks to Sara & Doug  Myers for 

helping make the Installation 
Dinner  more fun than expected.  WE 

MISS YOUÜ SANTA 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
DATE: April 19, 2009           
 

TIME: 11:00 AM 
 

WHERE: River Rand Bowl 
  191 S. River Road 
  Des Plaines, IL 60016 
 

COST: $13.00 per person for 3 games and buffet. 
MENU: Beef, chicken and assorted salads. 
Drinks are extra and shoes can be rented for $3.00 if needed. 

For more information, contact Flo (708) 795-0415 or Shirlee (847) 564-7796 
 

 

 

Bocce-Ball, Cats, and Cruisers,  
 

The Bôs and Côs all earned Aôs as the Top Cats and Jerseypine Cruisers got 
together to play some Bocce-Ball in Highwood.  There were over 50 
participants equally representing both clubs and the event truly shows that we 
can enjoy working with other clubs to create a óforce greater than our ownô.  A 
óTop Catsô thank you to all who made this day a memorable one.  And a 
special thanks to the Cruisers!  There werenôt any individual prizes awarded, 
but as a whole this event deserves the ñGreat Way to Begin the 2009 Riding 
Seasonò award! 

 
It is also important to note that the Highwood Bocce-Ball court is a physical testament to what people 
can do when they are committed and have a common cause.  The original site was developed and 
maintained as an outdoor court until the 1960ôs by volunteer groups of Highwood.  The building that 
now houses the courts, was then designed and built completely by volunteers and today is staffed 
and maintained by donations and volunteer hours.  What a great example of community spirit!    
 
It seems that our motorcycle clubs have a similar spirité It makes you wonder what great things will 
develop from our continued efforts?  Building off of Cruiser fun and Top Cats safetyé  it will be 
notable, no doubt! 
 

Mary Walters  
Editor of the ROAR  

Top Cats  


