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Decembel5 - Holiday Party

Decemberl5- Board & Membershig
Meetings

January 2010

Su M J Tuj WJ Th F S
1] 2
31415161 7]181]29
10§11112113§14)115]16
17118119120 21)22)23
24125126 27128]129] 30
31

January 171 Jack FrostRun

January 26 - Board & Membership
Meetings
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Veteran Motorcycle License Plates

CLICK HERE

Thanks to Dennis Hyde

CLUB#4T) S Loy

CRUIGIN' TIMES

isers Motorcycle Touring Club

The Prez Sez aving just

. _ celebrated
Thanksgiving ad
as we approach

of a new year | want to
thank all of you for your

year. Even though my time
i n the Presiog
not yet over, | can see the

end from here. | very much
look forward to andter year
with our club (thatds YV
list of qualified candidates running for the board, |
have the knowledge that things will be just as good
not better next year. | am thankful we have such a
great bunch of people in this blwvilling to step

forward and take chargqg.

talking and hanging around with all of you. | am als

thankful to have shared another great (except for the

rain) riding season with you and for the fantastic
riding opportunities pieented to us by fellow
members. | know that for some of us the riding
season never ends. We just look at this as an
opportunity to take our heated jackets and vests oy
of the closet and give them a chance to breath.

| hope to see you all at the HolidagirB/ on
December 8 and at the Jack Frost Run on January
1%

Happy Holidays, Ride Safe
Steve Penczak

Christmas and the beginning

help and friendship this pasf

if

D

—+



http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/BrdMbrshp_meetings.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/vehicles/license_plate_guide/specialty_plates/military/universal_vetmcy.html

YOUR ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT DOING
SOMETHI NG GOODEé.
CATCH??7??

he lllinois Secretary of State's website
has implemented a voluntary emergency
contact database:

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departmen
ts/drivers/ecd/home.html

The above link will provide you additional
information, frequently asked questions and
access to enter you emergency information into
the database. Key things to know about this
database:

1 Anyone with an IL driver's license, permit
or ID card can enter their emergency
contact information

1 You can enter up to 2 contacts

T You can add, modify or delete when ever
you want

T Only LAW ENFORCEMENT will have
access to the data and only in case of an
emergency where you can't communicate
with them directly

1 It's Free

Over the years, we have repeatedly concerned
ourselves about how to handle the emergency
contact information issue, whether while on a
chapter ride or just on our own. We ask for an
emergency telephone number on our ride sign in
sheets. We have repeatedly suggested to enter
ICE (in case of emergency) contacts into your
Cell. Phone contact list. We have recommended
to carry your emergency information in your
wallet and in the past, have even handed out
emergency contact infomation cards for your
wallet and helmet. The above mentioned
database is just another tool to use. Use them
all to improve the chances of the right person
being contacted in case of an emergency.

A Member of the POSSE

WHAT 0 ¢

For flyers of the latest club
events click on the event
name below:

5th

Dece mber

HOLIDAY PARTY

January 1lst

JACK FROST RUN

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION THAT
EFFECTS THE
MEETINGS FOR THE
NEXT THREE (3)
MONTHS

The De

will be
15th, sta
anewa

meting
cember

pm with
d format.

The Clil ration of
having the Board Meeting
before the Membership
Meeting was changed to one
single meeting beginning at
7:30pm for a 3 month trial
from December 2009
throuah Februarv 2010.
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COUPLES TAKE TO THE
ROAD ON MOTORCYCLES

By Jennifer Calhoun
Staff writer for The Fayetteville Observer:

uick. What do you picture when you
think of a biker gang? Subversive?
Unkempt? Looking for trouble?

Well, think again. These days, biker
gangs are more likely to consist of a pack of
doctors, executives or engineers heading to a
beach house on the Outer Banks.

Whether it's a chrome-laced Harley-Davidson or
a safety-conscious BMW, motorcycles have
become one of the hippest accessories for a
new generation of couples.

Vanessa & Daniel King

Occupations: Vanessa is the vice president of
cardiac and surgical services at Cape Fear
Valley Health System; Dan is the electronic
senior engineer in charge of the flight simulator
at Fort Bragg's Simmons Army Airfield.

Motorcycles of choice: Vanessa rides a Harley-
Davidson Softail Deluxe, and Dan rides a
Harley-Davidson Softail Fat Boy.

The story: Five years ago, Vanessa King would
have laughed out loud if you told her that she
would one day be straddling chrome on her way
to Myrtle Beach Bike Week. After all, the bubbly
health care administrator and her mild-
mannered, engineer husband don't exactly fit the
stereotypes of leather-clad, loud-engine-loving
bikers.

But all that changed about four years ago when
Dan began reminiscing about his teenage
motorcycle days. He talked about it so much, the
couple decided to take a course in motorcycle
safety at Sandhills Community College.

The couple's son, Bryan, had just gone off to
college, and it seemed like the perfect time to
find a new hobby. At first, the Kings thought
they'd buy a large touring bike for Dan to drive
while Vanessa rode on back. But that plan
dissolved as soon as Vanessa got behind the
wheel.

"Once you move to the front seat, you never go
back," she said.

Now, the couple ride every chance they get.
They've made day trips to Carthage and
weekend rides to the mountains. In October,
they rode all the way to the Outer Banks.

"It's taken us to places we otherwise wouldn't
have been," Vanessa said.

And the ride itself tends to make the vacations
that much more enjoyable, Dan said.

"When you get on a bike, the adventure starts in
the driveway," he said. "It's about the ride. You
see so much more, you smell so much more."

It also has helped them make more friends -
hundreds more, according to Vanessa - who
enjoy the roar of a Harley and the thrill of the
ride just as much as they do.

"It's the best mutual hobby we've ever found,"
she said.

Steve & Mary Benjamin

Occupations: Steve is a manager of supply
chain operations at Cape Fear Valley Health
System; Mary is an asthma educator at the
health system.

Motorcycles of choice: Steve has a Honda
Goldwing 1800 and Mary has a Honda VTX
1300.

The story: Every time Steve and Mary Benjamin
hop on their motorcycles for a ride, something
happens.

Every. Time.

Whether it's a goofy moment among fellow
riders, or a stay at a less-than-savory motel in
the middle of a desert, Steve and Mary know
they'll be collecting a bucket of memories by the
time they get home.

The couple have been riding together for six of
their nine years of marriage, ever since Steve
decided to surprise his wife with a new bike.

For a couple of years, they traveled all over the
country, including at least one trip to California.
Steve drove, and Mary sat in the back of the big
Goldwing, often reading a book or falling asleep.

But in 2005, all that changed when Mary
decided to take a motorcycle safety course. She
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thought she needed to learn to drive in case
something happened to Steve on one of their
trips.

By the end of it, however, life in the driver's seat
had hooked her. Mary didn't even finish the
course before buying her own bike, a 750-pound
magenta Honda VTX 1300.

Now she's a veteran rider, having driven all the
way to Nebraska and back, using the motorcycle
exclusively.

The couple soon plans to travel up the East
Coast, and eventually wants to do a trip to
Alaska.

"I think I like the challenge,” Mary said. "That's
why you run a marathon. It's the challenge."

Steve & Belva Brunner

Occupations: Steve conducts a motorcycle
safety course on Fort Bragg; Belva is an
administrative employee with the Department of
Defense. Both retired from the Army as master
sergeants.

Motorcycles of choice: Belva has a BMW
R1100R, and Steve has three BMW bikes,
including a K1200RS.

The story: You could say Steve Brunner fell in
love twice in Belgium during his tour of duty with
the Army. The first time was in 1983, when he
met Belva, a fellow soldier, while playing
softball.

The second time was in 1985, after Steve spied
a BMW brick-engined K100 motorcycle in a
shop window.

The first love - Belva - he married quickly. The
second took a little longer to make his own - 13
years longer, to be exact.

But these days, Steve has his 1985 K100 and
two other BMW motorcycles to call his own. He
also still has Belva, who rides alongside him on
a BMW bike of her own. And while the couple
may make self-deprecating jokes about the
overly safety-conscious image of BMW riders in
the the bike world, their loyalty to the brand is
fierce.

"BMW riders are the ones wearing the full-face
helmet, the boots, the vest and jackets and
gloves," Belva said. "If you mention BMW riders

to another type of rider, they would say, 'They
wear the space suits.""

Those are the same reasons the couple prefers
them. They like the brand's safety features and
reliability, coupled with the smooth, quiet ride the
bikes are known for. For them, the rumble of a
Harley engine is just noise.

But they don't fault other bikers for their
preferences, Steve said. Because no matter
what you ride, it's the riding part that really
matters.

"It's fun," he said. "Just pure fun."

Jack Frost Run
January 1 st

Plan on joining your fellow
Cruisers for the FIRST event of
2010

Thornwood Restaurant
Corner of Thorndale & Wood Dale
Rd. in Wood Dale, IL.
630/766 -7734
11 am odtill ?2???

JUST SHOW -UP!!I
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32st Annual Chicago Motorcycle Parade

Sunday - December 6th, 2009

Dan Ryan Woods opens at dawn
83rd & Western
Line-up starts 6:00am
Parade begins at 9:30am
Ends at Lane Tech High School
Parking lot on Western.

~ — SPECIAL WISHES FOR SPECIAL
Awaras & Recognition MEMBERS IN NOVEMBER
Our Chairman of the Ken and Lynn Vicker wish to thank

Pot Luck Dinner their Cruiser friends for all
the congratulatory bestwishes on the
birth their first granddaughter,
Elisabeth Marie.

Jean Mumford
&
Louis Mendel

The JPCs expresses its condolees

JOB WELL DONE to Bob Wagner, and his family, on

the loss of his father.

It is through the sacrifices and efforts of
members like the above that keeps the JP( Frank Wenzoné. knd

CI the best darn club around.
Z J You are in our hearts and
prayers
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Riding with my high beams on in the daytime is parlt

of my "seeandbe-seen" strategy.like the fact that

v e o e g~ ey ] peoplenotice my brightieadlights and knowam
. ' : there.The drawback comashen my lighs go
Roa Rage- You can't win beyond slightlyannoying and move on emraging|
) have had drivers stomp on their brakes as I've conje
by Dave Hembroffeé 4716/ 28KHindthem with my high beams on. I almost

o expect it, and because of that I've never hit any of
The AMA "Road Riding Guy," Dave those cages.

has more than 20 years of strading _ , :
experience and 10 years in motorcycle This has also led me to refine migh-beam strategy.

safety and instruction and he brings that Motorcycle headlights are a lot brighter today than
knowledge to his columns. While Dave they used to be. | still use high beams on the open
will ride any bike he can get his hands road and in lowtraffic situations, but when I'm in

lDa’ve Hemb.roﬂ on, his bike of choice for over achle heavy traffic, where I'm following closely behind
is the Suzuki GSX1100G (he's owned &S there is lessdvantageo using high beams. So

eight). Dave's other mounts change often and most YS€ MY low beams to avoid angering the driver in
recently include a '95 Katana, '03 Shadow and a 19720nt of me.

Honda Z50 minttrail for getting to the mailbox. Whether you ride with high beams on or use a
headllightmodulator or the extraright
s | wander the halls of the AMA offices, | HID headlights, just be aware that you may provokp
seean old magazineover witha leatherclad reactions frondrivers whodo not like them at all.

rfegcnkg(l-:?ji?tutsrg?lr n§V|g|aeténg”ir1]|t?nln?r:at?]:Iong Another thing that really ticks off some cagers.
b » 40ggies g 9 biker flying pastat an excessive rate of speed. In their

sun,wandering an unexplored trail, taking in the eves. we havbecome menaces. nuisances who have
fresh countryairVhhat 6 s t hi s? An o toF e € NAVES g 01“%

on his own adventureé?ou both rise a hand in no right to share {Re rdadie dont heed that rap.
friendly recognition as you pass...Those were the  Yes, like all of us) sometimes want to ride briskly.
days! Most of us enjoy the performance aspect of
motorcycles. When | do ride a quicker paceg it
well away from the maddening crowiddon't do it in
traffic, where most road rage occurs, or on urban of
residential streets, lvere it just turns more people
against us. How many charity rides does it take to
overcome the negative impression made by one nyt
doing a wheelie in a school zone?

Flash forward a few decades. Commutes are longer,
gasoline costs are outrageous, and the halcyon days
of uncrowded roads are long pdstiendly waves

have turned into rude gestures yod had better not
make eye contact with other drivers if you want to
avoid being another statistiRoad rage, it seems, is
everywhere.

What about hand gesturel8 spent a lot of time in
many different countries and culturesd | know
very well thatyour body languagean often say more|
than the spoken languag®hen we communicate
with cagers on the road, we have to be careful that
As motorcyclists, we have a lot to lose when other  the signal we send is the one we mean.

drivers get out of control emotionally behind the
wheel.We are more vulnerable and easier targets
than cagesrlhat is not a good combitian whenan

If you are like me, you've seen it on the road and
been leftshaking your head about what has become
of the world. Al®, if you are like me, you don't think
you are part of the problem.

Oh, and if the signal you mean to send is not one
youd show your mother, expect an adverse reactiohn.

automobile driver is blinded byad ragelt's not a What if you are the one who is enrag&ta8p! Get
good combination when we do things in front of that off the bike.Take a walk, get a colsbda, plunk
driver that draws even more attention to us. some rocks in a pon@o what it takes to cool down.

Ensure you are lew#leaded before you get back on

Considering what we stand to lose in a confrontation,
your motorcycle.

it's worth thinking about things we gtit do that
could lead to a road rage reaction from drivers.




| have seen riders in the grips of road rage try to
chase down cars. That is definitelgt a good idea.

An enragedideris not thinking of the weight
differential, or the fact a cager has two tons of metal,
plastic and aluminum for proteeon -- or to use as a
weaponForgetting the reality of the situation in a
moment of angetan be a potentially deadly
oversight.If you threaten someone, you can expect
that person to strike back. Once you're dead, it really
won't matter anymore to youhe was right and who
was wrong.

All'in all, the best advice is to keep your wits about
you when you rideSooner or later, it is inevitable
that you are going tmeet a jerk or two on the road,
but that does not mean you have to act like
them.Stay safestay sane, and stay alive.

Motorcycles may get a free
ride on smog tests

State seeks federal approval
to drop emissions
requirements for bikers
by Shaun McKinnon - Nov. 30, 2009 12:00 AM

The Arizona Republic

)

he state wants to give motorcycle
owners a pass on smog tests, arguing
not that the air is

clean enough, but that the tests are more trouble
than they're worth.

The Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality asked federal authorities this month to
exempt motorcycles from the emissions testing
program in the Phoenix area, the only big city
where bikes must meet smog limits.

ADEQ officials say motorcycles make up just 3.5
percent of all vehicles tested and fail less often
than they once did. Testing and repair of bikes
doesn't significantly improve air quality,
according to a recent analysis.

Tailpipe emissions remain a significant
contributor to metro Phoenix's air quality
problems, which include dust and ozone
pollution serious enough to trigger health
advisories throughout the year.

The Legislature passed a bill in 2008 to let the
state drop motorcycle emissions tests if the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency approved the
request by July 1, 2010.

ADEQ Director Benjamin Grumbles said the rule
change is in line with Gov. Jan Brewer's request
to streamline government.

"This is a great example of how our agency can
make the lives of state residents simpler and still
ensure Arizona has clean air to breathe," he
said.

”ever ask a
biker for directions i
you'’re in a hurry to

get there,
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ith the winter fighting its way into
our lives, cabin fever becomes the
QHZ ~6eZ)@X pusbiRers.
Heed this advice :

When the wife bitche s you out, for walking

This "Trike" owned by a Veteran, on display at a
car show; check the power plant he used---it
should haul. The work that went into the paint
job is priceless.

Bill West

through the house with my boots , FDQ-W VHHP

to find time to take outthe g  arbage,
foothall «TV«QHHG , V D,\oHa&dibgH
asleep when the in -laws come over. The best
thing to do is to jump on the bike and go for a
quick spin, to cool down...

YES it will piss her off even more , but it does
wonders for the blood pressure and the
divorce lawyers !l!

Bob W.

12/25/41 Myers, Douglas
12/25/?? Stein, Louis
Richter, Nancy

12/30/?7?
12/16/53 McCall, Kenneth

12/26/47 Wagner, Bob




