
NOTICE: 

There has been a change to the next monthly 

meeting to be held on Tuesday, July 28, 

2009, The separate Board Meeting and 

Membership Meeting is changed to a 

Combined Board & Membership meeting on 

this date. You should recive an email to this 

effect shortly. 
Steve Penczak 
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ongratulations to Ken Vicker and 

Frank Wenzon for their Anamosa 

Iowa Overnight Ride. I would 

venture to say that everyone that 

participated would agree that in spite of a 

few little sprinkles at the start of the ride 

that it was a most successful event. The 

visits to the National Motorcycle Museum 

and J & P Cycles in Anamosa were quite 

enjoyable and, as we have come to expect 

from Ken, the routes to and from 

Anamosa were fantastic. This was all 

topped off with a good Saturday night dinner and some late night 

“B-S-ing” with our Cruiser Family. 

 

Remember, our Save-A-Pet Poker run is coming up on the 12
th

 of July and that Joe and Don are still looking for 

help and door prizes. Please contact Joe Fiedler or Don Schenk to see how you can help.   

Also our Summer Campout will be held July 17-19 at the Duck Creek Campground in Pardeeville (I kid you 

not) Wisconsin. For additional information see the flyer in the newsletter or contact Steve Mendel or Penny 

Wilson. 

July 2009 
Su M Tu W Th F S 
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July 12 - Save-A-Pet  

July 17-19 - Summer Campout  

August 2009 
Su M Tu W Th F S 

      1 
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30 31      

August 1 - John Deer Tour Ride  

August 9 - 2009 Memorial Run  

August 15-16 - River Roads Run 

(Members Only)  

August 25 - Board & Membership 

Meetings/Planning Meeting 

 August 30 - Sunrise Breakfast Run 

July 28 - Board & Membership 

Meetings 

 

JULY 

2009  



 

Again, I know this is a bit early, but August will be here before you know it and we need to start thinking about 

the 2010 events Planning Meeting. We are in need of volunteers to chair recurring existing events, as well as 

welcoming any and all new ideas for events. Our goal, as always, is to have fun and enjoy the camaraderie of 

our fellow Cruisers and guests. As always it is you, the members that make this club a success. Please contact 

our Community Relations V.P., Russ McManus to step forward and chair an event.   

 

And finally I want to put a plug in for the August 1
st
 John Deere Tour Ride. You Harley guys can see how a 

modern tractor motor was meant to be built. (This is a joke guys, please laugh here) There will be a leisurely 

ride out visit the homestead of John Deere and a tour the site of his original blacksmith shop. For additional 

information see the flyer in the newsletter or contact Frank Wenzon or Ken Vicker. 

With the rainy spring we’ve had it has been somewhat difficult to put on the miles that I had hoped for. With 

the coming of summer I hope to get on the bike more often and urge all of you to do the same. I hope to see 

more of you at the above mentioned club events.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Penczak 

 

The Anamosa Overnight Ride took place as 

scheduled on Saturday, June 13. 

Fifteen people attended on 13 bikes. 

  

 very rainy early morning (leaving from Wasco, 

IL) broke way to a cloudy, dry late morning as 

we  stopped at Poopy's in Savannah for 

brunch.  The ride that continued across the 

Mississippi River and into Iowa provided us 

with some dry, smooth, gently curving roads.  The 

rain was definitely over and we headed into blue 

skies! 

  

The group arrived safely in Anamosa on schedule, 

pretty much dried out from the rain (except for a few 

people with "squishy" feet from boots that were 

found not to be waterproof after all). 

   

The first stop in Anamosa was the National 

Motorcycle Museum.  It was a pleasant surprise to all 

and completely stuffed with all types of motorcycle 



related exhibits.  It's not a huge museum but 

definitely an interesting destination.   

  

After spending some time at the museum we rode to 

J& P Cycles, just outside of Anamosa.  It was a busy 

place which was an end point for a poker run that 

day....free pop and water for all! 

  

Having dropped a few buck at J& P Cycles, we rode 

another 40 - 45 miles to our final destination, 

Dyersville, IA.  There we checked into the hotel, put 

our bikes down for the night, rested for an hour or so, 

and then took a leisurely walk to the Country 

Junction Restaurant for a delicious dinner.   

   

After dinner, we walked back to the hotel where 

many of us hung out in the breakfast room, 

just enjoying some evening "campfire" talk, minus 

the campfire.  An appropriate end to a successful 

day! 

  

Sunday morning we woke up to a sunny, cool, 

beautiful dry day!  After breakfast in the hotel, we 

left Dyersville.  The dry drive through Dubuque and 

across the Mississippi River was stunning!  In East 

Dubuque we headed north into Wisconsin and then 

east through the southern edge of the state (dry, 

beautiful riding...especially County W!).  After a 

couple of casual stops along the way, the group had 

lunch at the Sand Burr (outside Brodhead).  At that 

point, those in the group who knew their way home a 

different way took off, and the rest of us road more 

backroads until we found ourselves parting ways at 

Starks Corners. 

 Thank you to all who attended...it was a great group 

of riders!     

Thank you to Lynn for helping Ken (chairman); and 

to Candi for helping Frank (co-chairman)!!! 

   

Lynn Vicker (for Ken Vicker)  
Candi Wenzon (for Frank Wenzon)  

 
 

 

 
I asked a friend to share a very special story 

about the importance of one man's club vest, his 
friends, and itôs meaning to the clubé.here is 

the story. 
  
ick bought a three piece blue jean suit, 
vest included which was very popular in 

the late 70's and early 80's. He looked so 
awesome in it - with his beautiful blue/green 
eyes - his eyes changed colors at times, just like 
a cat.. 
  
I am not sure whose idea it was to use his vest 
as a pattern for the Cruiser's vest. It may have 
been Cooper who got that ball rolling - you might 
want to ask Gary.  
  
Dick loved that vest. Every time he got a 
new patch he'd come home and sew it on the 
vest right away. He had so many pins on it he 
started walking hunched over. He always said 
his shoulders hurt but would never admit it was 
due to the heavy vest. When I suggested he 
remove some of the pins he looked at me like I 
had a third eye.  His favorite pins included 
graduation pictures of Dawn and Laura. Those 
pins were big and very noticeable. Although 
Dick was a quite man in many ways, his love for 
his daughters never went unnoticed when he 
spoke of them.  
  
Dick was also an active member in the Jaycees 
in the early 70's, maybe even the late 60's. The 
Jaycees always had a booth at the Octoberfest 
in downtown Des Plaines. Dick loved working 
that booth. I still say it was because of the beer -
 not that he would ever indulge. When Dick 
became involved in the Cruisers, he then 
worked that booth every year. Now getting back 
to his vest..... 
  
One major event that he and his vest 
shared together, was in 1982 while he was 



working the Cruiser booth during the Des 
Plaines Octoberfest. He had just gotten off duty 
and was walking to meet me for dinner. As he 
walked away from the building a women 
volunteer from a church in Des Plaines stopped 
him  and asked if he could get the nozzle off of 
the propane tank as she did not have enough 
strength. As he started turning it, the tank 
exploded in his face, neck, arms and chest.  
  
So typical of Dick and his fast thinking, he 
remembered there was a steel bucket for pop 
filled with ice water. He jumped the four foot wall 
and dunked his body in the ice water. The 
nurses attribute that with saving him. They also 
said that having eye glasses on saved his eye 
sight.  
  
An ambulance rushed him to the hospital. Our 
friend Rick was a Des Plaines paramedics and 
was off duty that day. He took me with him 
as we followed the ambulance. I was so glad 
Rick was with me, because they wouldn't let 
me see Dick for five hours. They all new Rick 
and he was allowed to see Dick.. He would go in 
there periodically and report the news to me..At 
one point I heard a lot of commotion and I heard 
them saying "Dick you have to lay still do not get 
up."  I thought maybe he went into shock 
because it was so out of character  for Dick to 
be fighting the staff. When I finally got to see 
him, I was shocked. Even now all these years 
later I can still see him and can still smell his 
burnt skin. He had blisters that covered his 
entire upper arms that hung about 5 inches 
down. His face was one big blister.  
  
One of our very dear friends, Carol, was a nurse 
and happened to be on duty that night. When 
she found out Dick was in the room, she took  
 
over. She had come out to talk to me, I asked 
her what all the commotion was with Dick 
yelling...She said that one of the nurses wanted 
to take his vest off and he turned to her and said 
"if you f-----g cut my vest off it will be the last 
f-----g thing you cut." He then proceeded to sit 
up and take the vest off one arm at a time, 
without breaking the blisters open. Carol said 
the staff could not believe what they saw. 
  

The hospital gave me his vest - it was 
singed and smelled so bad from the fire. I took it 
home, removed all his pins, threw it in the 
washer/dryer and then put the pins back on - it 
looked great to me. Well, when Dick saw it, 
you'd have thought I committed a crime. This 
time his demeanor was not so quite..he said 
"you ruined my vest.. you washed all the dirt 
out.. those are my memories from all the 
camp fires I sat around" . Well gee how was I 
to know dirt was so important to him and his 
vest.. grrrrrrrrrrr Men... Men that ride Harley's 
...well we all know they are the best, and Dick 
was one special guy. He was the best friend 
anyone could ever have, just ask RicK. He has 
stories about things they did that I don't want to 
know.. 
   
Dick's vest was very important to him. 
Sometimes I worried about how much he loved 
that damn thing. It could be 95 out and the 
sweat would be pouring off him,  but he'd never 
take that hot heavy vest off.  He made me 
promise to display it at his wake, which I did. 
That vest still hangs here with every pin in tack 
just as he would have wanted it. Please think  
twice about changing the club vest... 
    
The friendé.Lu W. (in memory of husband Dick) 

Joe Fiedler  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our  Chairman of the  
ANAMOSA OVERNIGHT  

 

Ken Vicker    
&  

 Frank Wenzon   
 

JOB WELL DONE  
 

It is through the sacrifices and efforts of 

members like the above that keeps the 

JPCs the best darn club around. 

 

Awards & Recognition 



THERE IS AN AMENDMENT TO CHANGE THE 
CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS OF THE CLUB 

AT THE JULY 28th MEETING 
 

The petition acquired the necessary signatures and was submitted to the 
Executive Board at the June meeting. At the July meeting the amendment will 

be offered to the membership, opened for discussion, and a VOTE will be 
taken. 

 

The AMENDMENT changes the description and definition of the club colors 
(patch, name badge, and vest) 

Proposed by George Gauss 
 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT THE AUTHOR TO GET MORE INFORMATION 
 

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND, PARTIPATE IN THE 
DISCUSSION, AND  VOTE. 

PLEASE NOTE A 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE, OF REGUALR AND LIFE MEMBERS IN 
ATTENDENCE THAT EVENING, IS REQUIRED. 

 

Julyès Birthdays 
 

7/13/47 Hellum, Earl 
7/9/?? Gregory, Nancy 
7/24/?? Cousins, Bonnie 
7/17/?? Cooper, Linnea 

7/8/?? Anderson, Marge 
7/23/58 Lisciandrello, Mike 

7/21/?? Myers, Sara 
7/25/50 Penczak, Steve 

7/2/?? Pentecost, Denise 
7/14/49 Strzemp, Andrew 

 
 
 
 
 

MOM N A MISSION 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
SPORTS CARéSPORT BIKEéHERE IS THE BEST OF BOTH  

http://www.genepearson.org/
http://gizmodo.com/5303579/80s-superhero-alert-motorcycle-features-full+sized-sidecar


EVENTS AROUND 

TOWN 
 

 

JULY 19 - Pediatric 
Ride for Kids 

July 18 & 19 - Arena of 
Dreams 

JULY 25th -Kids Hope 
United 

JULY 26 - Ride for 
Dreams 

 
 

Top Cats Calendar of 
events 

 
 

The Web Surfing Monkey  
 

VIDEOS 
CAT & DEER VIDEO 

Travertson V-Rex - Concept 
Motorcycle Review 

2009 Victory Vision Motorcyce Tour 
10th Anniversary Edition 

Arlo Guthrie/Motorcycle Song 
The Animal Odd Couple 

Jay Leno Rides Electric Motorcycle 
 

STUFF OF INTEREST 
Jesse James Stayin' True 

Motorcycle & Trike Tow Bar System 
FURY by Honda 

Just 4 Fun 
Skeleton On Motorcycle éNOT in 

Englishébut funny 
PUT YOUR HEAD IN THESE CLOUDS 

iPhone on a Motorcycle WOW 
 

 

 
 

For flyers of the latest club events click on the event name 
below: 

July 12th 
SAVE-A-PET 

July 17th -19th  
SUMMER CAMPOUT 

August 1st   
JOHN DEER TOUR RIDE 

August 9th     
MEMORIAL RUN 

August 15th & 16th  
RIVER ROAD RUN (MEMBERS ONLY) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/calendar/2009/chicagoland.html
http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/calendar/2009/chicagoland.html
http://web.me.com/bikeman2005/Palatine_Hog/Welcome.html
http://web.me.com/bikeman2005/Palatine_Hog/Welcome.html
http://www.kidshopeunited.org/events/ShowCalendarDetail_Layout1.php?calendar-id=307316577&year=2009&month=7&day=0
http://www.kidshopeunited.org/events/ShowCalendarDetail_Layout1.php?calendar-id=307316577&year=2009&month=7&day=0
http://www.topcats.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=29&Itemid=56
http://www.topcats.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=29&Itemid=56
http://www.topcats.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=102
http://www.topcats.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=102
http://www.imeem.com/people/j5Uv7gX/video/5RF3IJQj/catdeer-shortfilm-video/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9DN1ZhoF9M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9DN1ZhoF9M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D__rvw4BT-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D__rvw4BT-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g266Uwp6ZnI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBtFTF2ii7U
http://www.autoblog.com/2009/06/13/video-jay-leno-reviews-zero-s-electric-motorcycle/
http://www.motorcycle-usa.com/1/3747/Motorcycle-Article/Jesse-James-Stayin-True.aspx
http://www.cycle-tow.com/
http://www.motorcyclistonline.com/firstrides/122_0906_2010_honda_fury/index.html
http://www.highlightskid.com/GamesandGiggles/HiddenPics/HIddenPixFlashObjects/h8hpiArchive.asp
http://humorpix.com/videos/2263-Skeleton-On-Motorcycle-Prank.html
http://www.newscientist.com/gallery/dn17178-extraordinary-clouds
http://www.therawfeed.com/2009/06/electric-monster-motorcycle-uses-iphone.html
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/Save-A-Pet.pdf
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/Duck%20Creek%20Campground.pdf
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/John_Deer.pdf
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/Memorial%20Run%20Flyer09.pdf
http://www.jerseypinecruisers.org/event_details/River%20Road%20Run_09.pdf


 
RIDING IT OUT 

Cyclists' love affairs with their bikes survive rough 

patches 
By Karen Sackowitz  
The Boston Globe Correspondent 

 
Riders heading from Billerica to Lowell last month 
for the annual ''blessing of the bikes.'' Bikers say it's 
not about fuel efficiency, but a way of life. (Photos By 
Yoon S. Byun/Globe Staff) 
 

 

espite today's economic climate, Harley-

Davidson owner Rob Ieva says he won't be 

giving up his bike for financial reasons any 

time soon. 
 
"I would never want to be in that category," he says. 

"I would be devastated to lose it." 
 
It seems Rob is not alone. For every boat, wave 

runner, or snowmobile landing in the classifieds these 

days, there is a motorcycle heading out for the open 

road. 
 
Riders aren't splurging on new wheels, however. 

According to a national retail sales report by the 

Motorcycle Industry Council, sales for on-highway 

motorcycles fell by 27 percent in the first quarter of 

2009. At Bruce Rossmeyer's Boston Harley-

Davidson in Everett, general manager Michael 

Sienkiewicz says his dealership is feeling the hit in 

new bike sales, but is benefiting from a run on 

accessory parts. 
 
"New bike sales are off by 30 percent and used bike 

sales are flat, but accessory sales are up 10 percent," 

he says. "Customers are choosing to repair, modify, 

and upgrade their existing bikes, rather than buy new 

ones." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guy Corey, president of the Merrimack Valley HOG 

(Harley Owners Group) chapter, says riders in his 

group are taking that a step further, continuing to 

spend money on purely cosmetic upgrades such as 

chrome and exhaust. 
 
"It's still a passion," he explains. "It's still about, 

'How can I outdo the next guy?' " 
 
Sienkiewicz sees that passion in the customers who 

visit his shop every day. He believes motorcycle 

owners benefit from riding in a way that transcends 

the family budget, and that they will do what it takes 

to keep their machines running, even in tough times. 
 
"With all of the gloom and doom the media surrounds 

us with regarding the economy," he says, "there is no 

greater stress reliever than to be out there on the road, 

riding." 
 
Ryan Livermore, general manager of Kelly's House 

of Harley-Davidson in Billerica, agrees. While his 

shop's new bike sales also are down from last year, 

they haven't stopped; the buyer motivation has simply 

changed. 
 
"The price of fuel was a big factor in pushing sales 

last year," he says. "But there are still people who 

want to buy. It's a way for them to escape the daily 

grind." 
 
When it comes to dropping items from the family 

budget, Livermore adds, motorcycles have a 

practicality that allows them some staying power. 
 
"Bikes are really the most practical of the 'big boy 

toys' in that they can be used in the day-to-day, and 

they offer fuel efficiency," he explains. "The same 

can't be said for boats or jet skis." 
 
Practical or not, a motorcycle still represents a hefty 

investment. Beyond the initial sale price, upgrades 

and accessories can run into the tens of thousands of 

dollars when all is said and done. Price ranges vary 

greatly when it comes to new or even used 

motorcycles. A new Harley-Davidson will start out at 

around $7,000 for a 2009 Sportster XL883L; a 2009 

Screamin' Eagle Ultra Classic, however, will come in 

closer to $35,500. Used Harleys can be found for as 

low as $1,500, but as with any used vehicle, the onus 

is on the buyer to investigate the goods prior to 

purchase. 
 
 
Is this really a way people want to spend their money 

while their retirement funds are in jeopardy? 

http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Karen+Sackowitz&camp=localsearch:on:byline:art


  

 

"I've had people come in who were already losing 

money in the stock market, so they pulled a few 

thousand out just to buy a bike," Livermore says. 

"People figure they might as well enjoy their money 

if they're going to be losing it anyway." 
 
So, what if you want to get in on all that enjoyment 

but have limited funds? There's no doubt that the 

current economy has created a used model market, 

and many looking to buy are making a beeline for it. 

But Paul Nault, sales manager at Nault's Windham 

(N.H.) Motorcycles, says that in some cases, buyers 

going directly to the used market may be missing a 

better opportunity. 
 
"Because of the demand for used bikes, used models 

are at a premium, and sellers are actually getting 

greater than book value," he says. "But whereas I 

could sell someone a used 2007 Kawasaki Vulcan 

900 with a few thousand miles on it for around 

$5,500, I could also offer them a brand new 2008 

model for just a few hundred more, simply because 

it's not a current-year model. Buyers need to start 

asking about those deals." 
 
Whether targeting new or used, it seems enthusiasts 

looking for a way to get out on the road are finding it. 

According to the Massachusetts Motorcycle 

Association, the state Registry of Motor Vehicles has 

recorded an increase in motorcycle registrations 

every year since 2000; last year the increase was the 

steepest since 2005. Ridership is clearly increasing, 

but devotees are quick to dismiss fuel efficiency as 

the only factor. 
 
"I know some past riders who have come back to it 

for fuel efficiency," says Chris Waites of Danvers, 

who started out with a mini-bike at age 10 and has 

owned both US and Japanese motorcycles. "But  
 
when it comes down to it, it's really a way of life. I 

feel I'm part of a family, a real kinship." 
 
For Andover's Jack Daniel, that kinship is an integral 

part of his life and his work. 
 
On sunny Saturday mornings, he can be found riding 

down winding back roads on his 1976 Triumph 

Bonneville, a classic bike much like those he and his  
 
brother began riding in the 1960s. Joining him are 

usually about a dozen or so congregants from The 

Free Christian Church in Andover, where Daniel is 

the senior pastor. 
 

 

 

"We take advantage of the opportunity to relax, take 

a break from the stresses of life and the economy," he 

says. "For me, it's a way to really connect and forge 

friendships with the people in my church. It's a 

ministry of sorts." 
 
Economy up, economy down; numbers aside, 

motorcyclists seem to be taking it all in stride. They 

may scale back here and there, but the point is to 

keep it enjoyable by keeping it simple. Says Chris 

Waites: "If the weather's good, I'm out there." 

 

Illinois to start using 

Photo Radar in July  
llinois will begin using photo radar in freeway 

work zones in July. One mile per hour over the 

speed limit and the machine will get you a nice 

$375.00 ticket in the mail.  
   
Beginning July 1st, the State of Illinois will begin 

using the speed cameras in areas designated as "Work 

Zones" on major  freeways.  Anyone caught by these  

devices will be mailed a $375.00 ticket for the FIRST 

offense. The SECONDoffense will cost $1000.00 and 

comes with a 90-Day suspension.  Drivers will also 

receive demerit points against their license, which 

allow insurance companies to raise Insurance rates. 
 
This is the harshest penalty structure ever set for a 

governmental unit involving PHOTO speed 

enforcement.  The State already has two camera vans  

FOR A PHOTO OF THE VAN AND THE NEW 

SIGNS CLICK HERE 
on line issuing tickets 24/7 in work zones with speed 

limits lowered to 45 MPH.  Photos of both the 

Driver's face and License plate are taken. Pass this on 

to everyone you know who might be affected!!! 
  

For more info: 

http://www.dot.state.il.us/press/r033005.html 
 

Thanks to the Wayne of the POSSE for getting this 
information out to all riders. 

$$$   For Sale   $$$  
TOW PAC TRIKE KIT, FAST 

INSTALLATION & REMOVAL.  DELUX 12" 
CHROME WHEELS AND HITCH 

INCLUDED.  $1950.00 OBO - CONTACT 

ARCHIE (847) 459-7877 OR (847) 520-1121 

http://www.dot.state.il.us/safetyEng/WZ%20Photo%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.dot.state.il.us/safetyEng/WZ%20Photo%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.dot.state.il.us/press/r033005.html

